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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COI'{MISSUONERS

FOR COLUT4BTA COUNTY, OREGON

In Re: Amended 0rdinance: An 0rdinance
Permitting Social Gambling in the
Areas Outside Incorporated Cit,ies
of Colurnbia County, Oregon; and
Establishing Licensing of the
Operation of Public Facilities and
Charitable Organizations Where
Socia1 Gambling is Permitted.
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NO, 77-18

ORDINANCE

' WHEREAST the Board has authority under state law and

this ordinance to amend this 'ordinancei and

WHEREAS, the Board desires to incorporate all previously

mad,e amendments and to add to this ordinance regulation making

pohrer and by so doing amend this ordinance; now therefore

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COI,IMISSIONERS FOR COLUI4BIA COUN?Y,

OREGON ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

qgRPOSE: This ordinance is intended to lega1J.ze the con-

ducting of games, hereinafter defined as social games, and to

establish a license procedure for those people who wish to conduct

a social game and who come within the breadttr of this ordinance.

Any act outside the scope of this ordinance'shall result in a denial

of an application for a license granted hereunder or cause the revoca-

tion of a license previously granted under authority of this ordinance.

Violations outside the scope of this ord.inance which are criminal in

nature shall be subject to prosecution under state lavt. This ordinance

is not intended to impose criminal sanctions on acts which mdY, in

fact, be criminal in nature.
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A.

Section f. Definitions

"Public Facility" means any commercial business
operated by a private person, corPoration' partner-
ship or other business entity, wherein the public
is invited onto the business premises to (1) bestow
upon the operator thereof an economic benefit' or
(2) enjoy the services rendered by the operator
whether or not a charge or fee is made therefor-

c

"Charitable Orgranizations" means any person or.-
ganized and existing for charitable, benevolent'
eleemosynary, humane, patriotic, religious,
philanthropic, recreational, socia.l, educational,
civic, fraternal or other nonprofit purposes-
The fact that contributions to an organization
profiting from the contest do not qualify for
tharitable deduction for tax purposes or that the
organization is not other:vrise exempt from payment
of federal income taxes puisuant tO the International
Revenue Code of 1954r ds amended, constitutes
prima facie evidence that the organization is not
a bona fide charitable organization.

"Person" means individuals, corporations, associa-
tions, firms, partnerships and joint stock cornpanies.

B

D. "social Games" means a game, other than a lottery,
between players in a pri.vate home, private club'
or public facility where no house player, house
bank or house odds exist and there is no house
income from the operation of the social g.rme.

E. "Board means Board of County Commissioners-

Section IL Social Games Permitted

social games are permitted in columbia county' Oregon,

outsid.e of incorporated cities, if said games are conducted (1) in

private homes, (2) by charitable organizations on primises under

their control when they have prior thereto applied for and received

a license thereforr or (3) in public facilities which have prior to

the playing of social games acguired a license to do so.
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Section III. Licensing.

A. License Required.. It shall be unlawful to operate

or conduct a social game in a public facility or by a charitable

organization without having first obtained a license therefor as

herein required. Said license is non-transferable.

The Board of. Commissioners shall have the right, from

time to time, but not more often than annually to establish a license

fee schedule and adopt the same by resolution. The Board msfr uPon

a showing of good cause, waive thg license fee for any charitable

organization.

B. Application. Application for such license sha1l be

made in conforrnance with the provisions of this ordinance and shall

specify the location of the proposed social game and the person or

organization sponsoring the same.

No such license shall be issued to a person who is

not a person of good moral character, nor to a corporation or organiz-

ation which is not represented by a person of good moral character.

C. Investi tion. It shall be the duty of the County

Sheriff to make or cause to be made an investigation into the

characteg of each applicant and report the results of such investiga-

tion to the Board of County Commissioners'

D. Premises. It shall be unlawful to conduct a

social game in any halt or place which is not equipped with suf-

ficient and adequate exits of four feet or more in widthi and no

hall or buitding which is not provided with at least two exits of

four feet or more in width shall be used for such Purposes'
\
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E. Conduc-!.. It shall be unlawful to indulge in or

permit any improper or any irunoral cpnduct at any social game.

Section IV. Prohibition, Penaltiesr Notice, and Appeal.

A. Authorized Gamblinq. Only those gambling activities

herein described shall be allowed by this ordinance. Any gambling

activity carried on outside the scope of this ordinance shall be

controlled and regulated by the applicable statutes found in

Chapter L57 of the 0regon Revised Statutes.

B. prohibited Acts. It shall be unlawful and a violation

of this orclinance for an applicant or licensee to:

1) fail to make application for and receive a valid

license before commencement of a social game as herein described;

2l fail to cooperate with the sheriff in any investiga-

tion of the applicant or license.

3) conduct its business wherein a social game is being

he1d, when there is uPon the premises, people who are behaving in a

rowd.y or unbecoming manner, said manner being more particularly

described in the rules and regulations of the Oregon Liquor Control

Commission, In charitable organizations and public facilities which

have received a license hereunder, where alcoholic beverages are sold,

and which are licensed by the Oregon Liquor Control Commission, it

shall be prima facie violation of this ordinance if the 0regon Liquor

control commission, in any manner, disciplines the licenseer oE any

of his enrploYees.

Vi'olation and Revocation. Upon receipt by
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the Board of County Commissioners of information giving them cause

to believe that the licensee has violated t,his ordinance, the

Board shall initiate an investigation thereof, said investigation

to be conducted by the Sheriff. If the investigation reveals in-

formation which gives the Board cause to believe that a violation

of this ordinance has occurred, the Board shall give written notice

of its intent to revoke licensee's license. Said revocation to

occur not sooner than 30 days following mailing of said notice.

The 30-day waiting period shall commence to run upon the Board

placing said notice in the maiI.

D. Appeal. The licensee sha1l have the right to appeal

the decision to revoke his license. Said right shall be exercised

by filing with the County C1erk a written notice of appeal. The

Clerk shal1 charge a fee therefor in the amount of $2.00 in accord

with Chapter 205 of the Oregon Revised Statutes.

A true copy of that notice of appeal rnust be served on

the Board by delivering to any of the Board members or their secretary

a true copy of said notice. Failure to do so is jurisdictional.

Upon receipt of the notice by the Board they sha1l schedule

a public hearing on the matter to be held at least 10 days following

receipt of the notice, but in no case later than 30 days following

receipt thereof. Failure of the Board to conduct such a hearing

sha1l act as a revocation of their notice of violation. The

hearing hereunder shaLL be a fact finding hearing wherein the licensee

has the burden of proof. An adverse decision by the Board may be
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appealed by licensee to the Circuit Court only by the Writ of Reviel

pioced,ure as provided by 0regon law..

Notr{ithstanding the notice of revocation hereunder, said

revocation shall be stayed, until all appeal rights have been ex-

hausted.. However, where the Board finds a clear and present danger

which is detrimental to the health, safety and welfare of the citizens

of this county, they may summarily revoke the license after giving

written notice of their intent to do so to the licensee and there-

after, within 48 hours of said notice, conducting a hearing where

evidence of said emergency is given and findings of fact and an order

is entered thereafter by the Board revoking the License. An appeal"

therefrom will follow the same procedure heretofore stated, however,

such an appeal shall be with the Circuit Court and sha1l not stay

the revocation

E. Penalty. Revocation of a license granted hereunder

shall forfeit licenseets right to any refund on the license fee

previously paid.

Section V. Reference to Voters

This ordinance shall be enacted by the Board in a manner

as provided by Iaw. Thereafter, before becoming effective, it shall

fj-rst be submitted to the voters of Columbia County, Oregon at the

regular county-wide election to be held on the 19th day of April,

L977, and shall gain their approval.

Section VI. Amend.ment,

This ordinance may be amend,ed by action of the Board of
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County Commissioners after first giving public notice at least 7

days before public hearing on any proposed amendment hereto.

Section VIf. Regulations

In ad.dition to the other powers granted the Board herein,

they shall be authorized, to create, alter and amend regulations

necessary to implement this ordinance as they see fit from time to

time, AII regulations made hereunder shall be made in compliance

with Chapter 183 of the Oregon Revised Statutes-

All previously adopted ordinances, resolutions, or Parts

thereof in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed.

REGUI,ARLY PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMTSSIONERS FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY, this 8th day of February a L978.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMTSSIONERS
FOR COLUMBTA COUNTY, OREGON

THIS ORDINANCE SHALL
BECOME EFFECTIVE
MAY 9 | 1978
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Read in full:

Read -- Title onIY:

VOTE:

Chairman Hunt

Conrmissioner Horn

Commissioner Ahl-born

January 25' 1978

February 8, L977

AYE NAY
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